
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
Sin and temptation are the dominant themes of the readings for this first week of Lent. Indeed, they are regular themes 

in the season of Lent. However, the scripture passages throughout 
this season allow us the opportunity to think again about these 
themes and perhaps reconsider some traditional understandings of 
them.  

Today’s first reading and gospel give us two different takes on the 
notion of temptation. In the passage from Genesis, humanity is 
tempted to ignore the will of God and, when they succumb, they 
lose their innocence and become embarrassed by their nakedness. 
The temptation they are offered is to believe themselves above and 
beyond the will of God; to believe that they can judge as well as 
God; and to rise to an equal level of power and authority with God. 
Their action breaks the trusting, loving relationship between them-
selves and God. In the Gospel, Jesus too is confronted with similar 
temptations. Ultimately, the temptation that faces Jesus relates to 
his purpose and ministry – will he trust to God’s vision of the suffer-
ing servant who will bring about a change of heart in the people, or 
will he be the sort of Messiah that the people hoped for: a trium-
phant, glorious victor over all who stood in his way. He is tempted 
to break his self-imposed fasting, to test God’s promise of nurture 
and security, and to seek glory and personal power. Whilst Adam 
and Eve surrender to temptation, Jesus holds fast to God’s vision. 

The second reading from Paul ties the Genesis and Gospel read-
ings together and injects the notion of sin into the equation. Howev-
er, Paul make it perfectly clear that the sin of Adam, though carry-
ing great ramifications, pales in comparison to the extraordinary 
abundance of God’s love that is expressed through Jesus Christ. 

Historical 
context – Sin 

The Greek word translated as ‘sin’ in the New Testament literally 
means ‘miss the mark’. Its origin may lie in archery where the object 
was always to hit the mark; to miss the mark was to not achieve at 
one’s best. Jesus set about trying to redefine the Jewish notion of sin 
from being a transgression against God that deserves punishment to 
the more compassionate idea that sin is a wandering off course that 
can be rectified – a missing of the mark. When he encountered    
someone who was missing the mark, Jesus called them back into 
right relationship. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a     
member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. He has extensive 
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

First Sunday in Lent (Year A 22nd February) 
First Reading Genesis 2: 7-9; 3: 1-7 Creation of our first parents, and sin.  
The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, 

and thus man became a living being. The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and there he put the man he had fashioned. 
The Lord God caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden. 
The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say you were not to 
eat from any of the trees in the garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of 
the tree in the middle of the garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death”.’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! 
You will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The 
woman saw that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the knowledge that it could give. So she took 
some of its fruit and ate it. She gave some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened 
and they realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves together to make themselves loin-cloths.  
your light will rise in the darkness, and your shadows become like noon. 

Responsorial Psalm 50:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. see v.3 Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Second Reading Romans 5: 12-19 Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the more. 
Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole human race because everyone 
has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-
breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 
Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one man ’s fall so many died, it 
is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift. The results of the 
gift also outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after many falls 
comes grace with its verdict of acquittal.  If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as the consequence of one man ’s fall, it is even more 
certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free gift that he does not deserve, of being made right-
eous. Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. 
As by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 4: 1-11 Jesus fasted for forty days and nights. 
Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which he 
was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he re-
plied, ‘Scripture says: 
Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ 
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw 
yourself down; for scripture says: 
He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 
Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all 
these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: You must worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him alone.’ 
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

This Sunday's Readings 

Have mercy on me, God, in your 
kindness.  
In your compassion blot out my 
offence. 
O wash me more and more from my 
guilt and cleanse me from my sin.  

A pure heart create for me, O God,  
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your pres-
ence, nor deprive me of your holy 
spirit.  

Give me again the joy of your help;  
with a spirit of fervour sustain me. 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your 
praise.  

My offences truly I know them;  
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I 
sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done.  

Thank you so much to St James Parish for your wonderful donations and ongoing support of Rosies. 
Our patrons greatly appreciate all that you have done for us to make life that little more hopeful.  

For our St James parish first quarterly donation drive,  
donations requested ... 
Milo—Tea—Coffee—Cordial—Sugar 
Noodles—Noodle cups—Cuppa soup 
Biscuits—Muesli bars—Snacks 
Hygiene products 
Women’s products 
Shampoo—Conditioner 
Soap—Toothpaste—Toothbrush 
Roll on deodorant—Combs 

Social Justice Statement by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
Archbishop Shane Mackinlay and Trish McMahon (State President for St Vincent de Paul Society) launched the now bi-
annual Social Justice Statement titled "The Cost of Our Living: Economic and Social Justice for the Common Good". 
Thank you to all those parishioners who helped make this event happen.   
The statement can be downloaded from here: https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2026/01/29/the-cost-of-our-living-
economic-and-social-justice-for-the-common-good/ 
We encourage all parishioners to read it and ponder how we might be able to take action. 

Clean Up Australia Day 2026 Every year thousands of Australians take part in Clean Up Australia Day, helping 
to clean up our local parks, streets, beaches and bushland, and conserve our beautiful environment. You’re      

invited to join an upcoming clean-up event https://register.cleanup.org.au/join-a-clean-up or register your own clean-up 
site            https://www.cleanup.org.au/register-a-clean-up/        Tuesday 24th February - Business Clean Up Day     
Friday 27th February - Schools Clean Up Day                          Sunday 1st March - Community Clean Up Day   
Pope Francis Laudato Si (21) " The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth.” Practical 
Commentary: Participate in local clean-up initiatives. Properly dispose of your waste, and encourage others to do the same. Support 
efforts to reduce plastic pollution. 

Social Justice  

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mqEjC3QN0OhWMQ7RtqhzIQM6fK?domain=socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mqEjC3QN0OhWMQ7RtqhzIQM6fK?domain=socialjustice.catholic.org.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 2026 
22 Sunday Rite of Election for our Catechumens in Cathedral  
23 6pm Family Session 2 for Penance Program in the Church  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
28 / 1 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2nd Sunday Lent; 
No Baptisms during Lent; Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass.  
MARCH 2026 
Mondays Lenten Program with Fr Anson 8.30am  
2 Monday 6pm Family Session 3 for Penance Program (Home)  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
Wednesdays Way of the Cross after 8am mass 
6 Friday 9am Anointing mass  

St James Parish Sacramental Program 
Reconciliation 2026 for Year 5 children—Rite 
of Enrolment this Sunday during 9am mass.  

 

LENT 2026 at St James Parish 
*Lenten Program— first meeting will be Monday  
23rd February after 8am mass, with following prayer group 
on Mondays after 8am mass.  See Fr Anson. 
*Way of the Cross will begin Wednesday  
25th February and be held in the Church each Wednesday 
during Lent, after 8am mass. All welcome {not held on 
Wednesday Holy Week}. 

 

World Day of Prayer 2026—Friday 
27th February. 
Focus on Nigeria. 'I will give you rest: 
Come............'  
It is a similar format to previous years 
with a reading, stories of local women 
and prayers of Intercession. 

Held at St Thomas Catholic Church, 31 Perth St, Camp Hill 
at 10am. Everyone is warmly invited. 

 

Let us fondly remember in 
our prayers Sister Margaret    
Shannon sgs who died    
Monday 9th February 2026, in 
her 91st year of life and the 
68th year of Religious          
Profession. 
Parishioners remember her as 
Principal of St James School. 
In later years, we remember 
her as our Pastoral              
Associate for St James       
Parish. Her Funeral Mass was 

held on Thursday 19th of 
February at 12:30pm; her    
burial was held at Nudgee 
Cemetery. 

 

Daily Reflections  
for Lent... $5 book. 
Some copies still  
available—visit the  
Sacristy for your copy. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Sr Margaret Shannon  

sgs; Marcia Morley-Buchanan; Fr Peter Casey; 
Evanjelista Rodriguez; Lyn Edwards; Kate   
Mullins; Maria Tu Gai; Raynaldo Martinez;    
Fillipo Fazio; Susan Dunne. 
And these anniversaries: Graciela Castano de Arias; Joao 
Da Costa Freitas; Rogelio Ragasajo; Kevin Walsh; Jim    
Donaldson; Gerard O’Reilly; Eustaquia Elicano. 
Please pray for these unwell: Elena Tolo; Sharmin; Judith 
Beattie; Ian Gillespie; Maria Parry; Fr. Barry Grayson; Roy 
Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; 
Geraldine Costa; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia Wilson; Bill 
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Marriage Encounter weekends… 
July 4 & 5 live out weekend - The Hub, Springfield Lakes  
Oct 16-18 live in weekend—Santa Teresa, Ormiston  
It is an opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries 

and more deeply    
explore the precious 
nature of your       
relationship.  
This QR code takes 
you to the web page 
which has all the  

information couples need.  

 

Love reading The Catholic Leader in print?  
Have it delivered direct to your door. Subscribe at 
www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe or call  
(07) 3324 3555 today. 
 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/moogerah-passion-play-2026 
You are warmly invited to Moogerah Passion Play is now 
less than 2 months away! The Moogerah Passion Play isn’t 
just a show — it’s a meaningful retelling of the true story of 
Easter: the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
Set in the beautiful natural amphitheatre by Lake  
Moogerah, it’s an unforgettable night for all ages and a 
wonderful opportunity to pause, reflect, and celebrate the 
message of hope that Easter brings. 

Family-friendly 

Outdoors under the stars 

A powerful community experience 

A tradition loved by generations 

 

Planned Giving for the Week of 15 February 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$1,093.40 $145 $177 $410 $1,825.40  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$767 $145 $167 $410 $1,489  

AVAILABLE NOW 
$5 cash or tap 

http://www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe
https://events.humanitix.com/moogerah-passion-play-2026
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Second Sunday in Lent 
(Year A 1st March) 

First Reading Genesis 12: 1-4 The call of Abraham, the father of God’s people. 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 1: 8-10 God has saved us, and called us to be holy. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 17: 1-9 His face shone like the sun. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters February 21 / 22 Brendon + Kevin     February 28/ March 1 Paul + Cecilia  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

2nd Sunday 
Lent 

1 March 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Sylvia P + Chris L n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Frank F Barb DeP Libby C 

LECTORS Ron S Clare B (away) Kate P 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Helen D 
Paul D 
Anne S 

Jan L 
Trish R 
Romy U 

Karla V 
Priya H 
Jaque S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Brendon / Drew Doreen / Lea  

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon / Trish Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen /  Helpers requested Adriana Joselin Peter Colomba 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am begins again 3rd February 
(till 5pm until further notice) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th March at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th March at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 22nd February at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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